Mechanisms of Pain Inhibition, Modulation of
Pain by Afferent Stimulation and The Measurement of Pain in Man and Animals. Finally, there is a loosely grouped section on Other Pain Research and Therapies.
The International Association for the Study of Pain (IASP) which sponsored the conference aims to co-ordinate data from the basic sciences with the clinical management of pain. Hence, each section of the Proceedings is arranged to present a cross section of data from scientific and clinical disciplines. The volume is therefore of great value to all clinicians interested in the understanding of pain mechanisms and their relationship to pain management.
Individual anaesthetists may be disappointed to find few direct references to anaesthetic techniques (cf. Vol. 1). However, the sections on Endogenous Mechanisms of Pain Relief and on the Measurement of Pain are directly relevant to current anaesthetic practice and research. Anaesthetists involved in chronic pain management will find the book invaluable as a source of information and reference material. Anaesthetic departments will find it makes a significant contribution to their medical libraries.
J Its aims are stated as; "First, to discuss important differences in anatomy and physiology of children compared to adults; second, to present general principles of anaesthetic management of paediatric patients; and, third, to discuss techniques of anaesthesia used at the Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto" .
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. VIII, No. 2, May, 1980 While succeeding admirably in this third aim, the first two suffer in their brevity. For instance, the dismissal of temperature homeostasis in half a page is surprising, as is the very limited discussion of anaesthetic circuitry. One might have expected, in a work of this nature, to read a little about neonatal resuscitation, perhaps about respiratory distress syndrome and, certainly, about the transport of sick children. However, all are omitted.
General principles of paediatric anaesthesia also seem to be neglected, at times, in favour of local ground rules. Statements such as, "All neonates should be intubated awake", and the almost cursory dismissal of proper humidification by "apparatus that is cumbersome and thus not widely used", would be disputed by many Australian paediatric anaesthetists.
The lack of presentation of alternative techniques is a constant source of irritation to the reviewer reading through the book. This deficiency may not be apparent to one using the handbook as a "ready reference" , as it probably should be.
Certainly many aspects of the publication are of great value. These include the excellent reference lists at the end of each section dealing with a particular problem. The already well known index of Anaesthetic Implications of Syndromes and Unusual Disorders, originally published in the Canadian Anaesthetists' Society Journal in 1976, has been updated and included as an Appendix. For it, alone, the book would be a worthwhile purchase.
"Manual of Paediatric Anaesthesia" does not set out to become the new, comprehensive textbook of paediatric anaesthesia whose need has been obvious for some time. It has some deficiencies and many would dispute certain opinions expressed in it.
Nevertheless, it is a very valuable addition to the literature and one which should be available in every hospital dealing with children.
